
aa

7/18/25, 12:23 PM Sustainability failed. The future is just climate. - Context

https://contextsustainability.com/sustainability-failed-the-future-is-just-climate/ 1/8

https://contextsustainability.com/
https://contextsustainability.com/


“My success, part of it certainly, is that I have focused in on a few

things.”

Bill Gates

Let’s be honest. We are not going to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees

C. That target is a bust. We are already two thirds of the way towards 1.5

degrees, having reached one degree of warming this year.

The IPCC has told us that to stop at 1.5 degrees, we need to reduce

emissions by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and reach “net zero” around

2050. Well, we are no longer at 2010 levels. CO  emissions are running

at about 2010 levels plus 10%. So that’s something like 55% less CO

emissions in the next twelve years, we need to achieve. And that’s not

going to happen.
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utterly unphased by age or power. She repeats accusations and

instructions calmly, without fear:

“Now we probably don’t even have a future any more. Because that

future was sold so that a small number of people could make

unimaginable amounts of money”

“You lied to us. You gave us false hope. You told us that the future was

something to look forward to. And the saddest thing is that most

children are not even aware of the fate that awaits us”

“Around the year 2030, 10 years 252 days and 10 hours away from

now, we will be in a position where we set off an irreversible chain

reaction beyond human control, that will most likely lead to the end of

our civilisation as we know it”

“Is my microphone on? Can you hear me?”

Perhaps the most cringe-making moment in recent UK political history –

and there are plenty of candidates for that award – was the unanimous

cry of “YES”, from the assembled members of parliament. Hypocrites

down to the last cheer. You have to gag.

So what of the sustainability community? I’m pretty sure most of us

started out with good intentions. But I think we have gone about it the

wrong way. We have spread our efforts thinly over a vast array of issues.

Take a look at a typical company sustainability report. The contents list

will include a long list of environmental and social issues, each with its

own set of sub-headings, metrics, targets and highlight examples. All

wrapped in a viscous layer of management process. Not quite ready to

set an absolute CO  target? Oh well, let’s feature volunteering this year.

And so it goes on. Doing some good here and there, but not conclusively

dealing with the problem threatening our existence. Can you name the

companies that have cut their absolute carbon footprint while growing

their business? These should be our role models.
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